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Feb. 27: In an editorial published by the Miami Herald, US President George Bush said Washington
would not normalize relations with Cuba "as long as Fidel Castro's dictatorship remains in power."
Bush said the US government would maintain economic pressure on Cuba, and had requested
that other governments refuse to substitute for Soviet aid by providing Havana with economic
aid or preferential trade treatment. Bush said, "Castro's days are numbered...Our hope is for
democracy in Cuba and we hope for a peaceful, orderly and bloodless process." Bush also stated
that Castro fears being removed via a wave of popular dissent, such as occurred in Eastern Europe.
Cuban Communist Party newspaper Granma reported that during a visit to Cuba members of the
Washington-based Cuban- American Coalition (or the Cuban-American Research and Education
Fund, according to the Associated Press) said differences between the two countries can be resolved
only through a process of negotiation, not confrontation. The organization promotes normalization
of bilateral relations. March 2: Fernando Suarez, a conservative Spanish legislator who chairs the
Mexico and Central American relations subcommittee of the European Parliament in Brussels,
urged the US to end the trade embargo against Cuba. He said, "Without a lifting of the embargo
there will be no transition [to democracy]." March 3: An editorial in Granma called Bush's article a
"campaign ploy, as obvious as a paid advertisement." Inocencio Arias, the Spanish government's
minister of Latin American cooperation, said that although "Cuba has not joined the democratic
current in Latin America...it is necessary to let Cubans decide the future of their own country." He
said that while Madrid opposed Cuba's dictatorial government, applying pressure on Havana does
not work. Arias said bilateral relations with Cuba "are normal, but not at their highest point." Spain
has some tourism investment on the island and provides food and medical aid. March 4: During a
campaign speech in Miami, Bush said he was "looking forward to being the first US president to set
foot on the free soil of a post-Castro Cuba." Bush compared Castro to Stalin and said "the winds of
change sweeping the world will inevitably lead to his collapse." (Sources: Reuter, Associated Press,
03/02/92; Spanish news service 03/03/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/27/92, 03/03/92, 03/04/92; United
Press International, 03/04/92; Notimex, 02/27/92, 03/06/92)
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